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Springfield Township, Bucks County 
2320 Township Road        ▪       Quakertown, PA 18951          ▪        610-346-6700      ▪    www.springfieldbucks.org  

 
Board of Supervisors   

 
MINUTES  

 
November 11, 2014 

 
Supervisors Present: Rob Zisko, Dave Long and Karen Bedics 
Also present: Chief Michael McDonald, Michael Brown (Township Manager) and Jason Wager 
(Secretary/Treasurer) 
 
Chairperson Zisko called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The 
Board held an executive meeting prior to the meeting to discuss real estate. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Ms. Bedics moved to approve the October 14, 2014 minutes as amended.  Mr. Zisko seconded; the motion 
passed unanimously.  The Board tabled the October 28, 2014 minutes for the next meeting since they did not 
have a quorum to vote on the minutes. 
 

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items  
 
There was no public comment on non-agenda items. 
 

Governmental Matters 
 

There were no governmental matters to discuss. 
 

Planning Matters   
 

Osipower Lot Line Adjustment (TMP #42-004-116/42-004-117-2) – Mark Smith, from Horizon Engineering, 
presented the proposed lot line adjustment to the Board.  The applicant starts with one lot of 19.5 acres and 
one lot with 11 acres.  Each lot has an existing house on it.  The applicant ends with one lot of 2.5 acres and 
one lot of 28 acres.  Each lot has an existing house on it.  There's no new development proposed. 
 
Mr. Zisko moved to approve and waive Items #1 – 4 and #6 as detailed in the Horizon Engineering letter dated 
November 4, 2014, and further that the Board disapprove item #5, and further that the Board grant the 
preliminary/final approval of the Osipower Lot Line Adjustment as drawn by Horizon Engineering dated 
September 30, 2014 under the conditions the applicant comply with the Township Engineer’s letter dated 
October 17, 2014, except that item #6 shall require only the minimum standard as stated in the letter.  Mr. 
Long seconded; Mr. Smith accepted the conditions set forth in the motion and the motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Ordinance #173 (Alternative Energy) – Ms. Bedics moved to send Ordinance 173 along with the Township 
Planning Commission’s comments, as presented, amending the zoning ordinance alternative energy standards 
to the Bucks County Planning Commission for review.  Mr. Long seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 



  

Board of Supervisors                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               November 11, 2014 2 

 
Ordinances #174, 175 & 176 – Ordinance 174 amends the Stormwater Management Ordinance to exclude the 
surface water of swimming pools from the definition of impervious surface.  Ordinance 175 amends the 
SALDO to do the same, plus clarifies the definition of lot width to make it consistent with the zoning 
ordinance.  Ordinance 176 amends the zoning ordinance in the following major ways: 

 Excludes the water surface of swimming pools from the definition of impervious surface. 

 Creates a new use C14, “Passive Municipal Park” as a permitted use in all zoning districts. 

 Creates a new use C15 “Detention Facility” as a conditional use in the PI and HC zoning districts. 

 Clarifies language for use B9 “Residential Conversion”. 

 Increases the size of H1 and H12 “Accessory Dwelling Units” from 600 square feet to 1000 square feet. 

 Prohibits fences in the legal rights-of-way of public streets. 
 
Ms. Bedics moved to authorize sending Ordinances 174 and 175 as presented and Ordinance 176 as amended 
with Section 2 & 3 allowing accessory dwellings up to 1,000 sq ft and removing everything after “no cost” in 
Section 5(c), 5(d) and 5(e) amending the Zoning Ordinance, SALDO and Stormwater Ordinance to the Bucks 
County Planning Commission for review, and further authorize the Township Manager and Township Solicitor 
to prepare these for adoption. 
 
Flood Hazard Ordinance – The Township is required to adopt an updated flood hazard ordinance by March 15, 
2015 to keep the Township eligible for the National Flood Insurance Program.  The maps associated with the 
update have been approved by FEMA after many years of hearings and discussion.  The County has a handy 
floodplain viewer available on its website for citizens who want to see the mapped flood hazard on their 
property. 
 
The Board discussed the planning guidance it would issue prior to the ordinance’s creation.  The three major 
choices at this stage are 1) standalone ordinance or keep it as part of the zoning ordinance, 2) level of 
regulation and 3) who will serve as the floodplain administrator. 
 
Mr. Long moved to choose the Township Engineer to create a stand-alone flood hazard ordinance with the 
minimum restrictive regulations compliant with the new NFIP standards, and further that the Township Zoning 
Officer be named the Floodplain Administrator in the new ordinance.  Ms. Bedics seconded; the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

Old Business   
 

Resolution 2010-14 (Stormwater Capital Contribution fee-in-lieu) – The stormwater ordinance allows the 
Board to adopt a capital contribution fee-in-lieu when a project otherwise qualifies for an exemption from 
some part of the stormwater ordinance..  Robert Huntzinger, 1524 Old Bethlehem Road, expressed his 
dissatisfaction with the policy as being too costly without benefitting the public much.  The Board tabled any 
decisions for its November 25th meeting.  The Board directed the Township Manager to work with the 
Township Engineer and develop a flow chart to illustrate the current process so as to aid the discussion. 
 

New Business 
 

Appraisal Approvals - Mr. Long moved to approve appraisals for OSC Files 2014-501 & 2014-508.  Ms. Bedics 
seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
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Peppermint Park Hay Contract – Ms. Bedics moved to authorize advertisement of the Peppermint Park hay 
contract as presented and further accepting sealed bids until 12:00 pm on December 3 and announcing the 
bid winner at their December 9 meeting.  Mr. Long seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Palisades Foundation Grant Application – Mr. Zisko moved to endorse the grant application by the Springfield 
Township Community Day Committee to the Palisades Community Foundation for $2,500 to help fund the 
2015 Community Day.  Mr. Long seconded; the motion passed unanimously.   
 

Correspondence 
 

Mr. Zisko reviewed the PSATS October 2014 News Bulletin noting Act 164 of 2014 (Elected Tax Collectors) 
being signed.  
 

Public Comment 
 
There was no public comment. 

 
Supervisor Comments  

 
Ms. Bedics asked about Chief McDonald’s approved raise of 5.8% and Mr. Long responded that there was 
discussion and agreement by the Board of Supervisors a couple of years ago to raise the Chief’s salary over 
time to be more in line with chiefs’ salaries in the area.  Ms. Bedics noted she wanted the Board to consider 
moving Chief’s raise to 3% and returning the difference to the Community Day budget line. 
 

Adjournment 
 

At 8:36 p.m., Mr. Long moved to adjourn the meeting.  Ms. Bedics seconded and the meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  

 
 
Jason A. Wager 
Township Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Next meeting:  November 25, 2014   
Approved:  November 25, 2014 


